You Bet They\u27re Having Fun! Older Americans and Casino Gambling by Havir, Linda & Hope, Janet
St. Cloud State University
theRepository at St. Cloud State
Sociology Faculty Publications Department of Sociology
5-2002
You Bet They're Having Fun! Older Americans and
Casino Gambling
Linda Havir
St. Cloud State University, lhavir@stcloudstate.edu
Janet Hope
College of St. Benedict & St. John's University, jhope@csbsju.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/soc_facpubs
Part of the Sociology Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Sociology at theRepository at St. Cloud State. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Sociology Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of theRepository at St. Cloud State. For more information, please contact
rswexelbaum@stcloudstate.edu.
Recommended Citation










ABSTRACT: This exploratory two-stage study of a small sample of older Minnesotans finds no
evidence that casino gambling activities threaten their well being. For most respondents the
social benefits were the most salient parts of this activity and they were well aware of the danger
signs of problem behaviors. Social exchange theory explains why they visit casinos and how
much they spend. The life course perspective explains their decisions based on past behaviors
and consistent with how they have lived their lives. We suggest that age norms determine the
public's perceptions that casino gambling is problematic for older people. Results are consistent
with cross sectional surveys that find no evidence that older adults participate more often in or
have greater problems with gambling than any other age group. Public concerns and media
images may be based on socially constructed assumptions and fears.
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Rural area, not Minnesota





* In Phase I, the high percentage of missing in the "marital status" category is accounted for by
the omission of "married" from the questionnaire, although 37% percent of the respondents
wrote it in.
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Once or twice A few times 12+ times
In Percents:
All who had visited a casino
(n=119) 41.2 43.9 14.9
Sex
Male (n=32) 31.3 43.8 25.0
Female (n=81) 45.7 43.2 11.1
Age
60-64 (n=19) 42.1 42.1 15.8
65-69 (n=26) 42.3 46.2 11.5
70-74 (n-41) 29.3 56.1 14.6
75-79 (n=18) 55.6 27.8 16.6
80-84 (n=9) 66.7 33.3
85+ (n=3) 33.3 66.7
Income
<$10,000 (n=10) 60.0 40.0
$10,000-20,000 (n=27) 44.4 40.7 14.8
$20,001-30,000 (n=22) 40.9 54.5 4.5
$30,001-40,000 (n=19) 36.8 42.1 21.1
$40,001-50,000 (n=12) 33.3 58.3 8.3
>$50,000 (n=14) 42.9 21.4 35.7
You Bet they're Having Fun!
34
Something
Win/Gamble Fun/Social Food to do/Curious Shows
In Percents:
All who had visited 6.1 34.8 24.4 24.3 10.4
a casino (n=115)
Sex
Male (n=32) 9.4 28.1 25.0 28.1 9.4
Female (n=79) 5.1 38.0 22.8 22.8 11.4
Age
60-64 (n-19) 26.3 26.3 26.3 21.1
65-69 (n=25) 12.0 24.0 32.0 20.0 12.0
70-74 (n=41) 4.9 39.0 19.5 26.8 9.8
75-79 (n=17) 5.9 47.1 29.4 11.8 5.9
80-84 (n=9) 11.1 22.2 11.1 55.6
85+ (n=l) 100.0
Income
<$10,000 (n=lO) 10.0 30.0 30.0 30.0
$10,001-20,000 (n=26) 3.9 57.7 11.5 26.9
$20,001-30,000 (n=21) 4.8 42.9 19.0 9.5 23.8
$30,001-40,000 (n=18) 16.7 16.7 27.7 22.2 16.7
$40,001-50,000 (n=12) 8.3 33.3 25.0 33.3
$50,000 + (n-14) 14.3 28.6 35.7 21.4
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Once or twice A few times 12+ times
In Percents:
All who had visited 59.2 13.6 27.2
a casino (n=22)
Sex
Male (n=9) 55.6 11.1 33.3
Female (n=13) 61.5 15.4 23.1
Age
60-64 (n-1) 100.0
65-69 (n=8) 50.0 25.0 25.0
70-74 (n=7) 71.4 28.6
75-79 (n=l) 100.0




$10,000-20,000 (n=3) 33.3 33.3 33.3
$20,001-30,000 (n=3) 66.7 33.3
$30,001-40,000 (n=4) 75.0 25.0
$40,001-50,000 (n=3) 100.0
>$50,000 (n=6) 50.0 50.0
Missing (n=3) 33.3 33.3 33.3
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Something
Win/Gamble Fun/Social Food to do/Curious Shows
In Percents:
All who had visited
a casino (n=22) 22.7 36.4 18.2 22.7
Sex
Male (n=9) 33.3 33.3 11.1. 22.2
Female (n=13) 15.4 38.5 23.1 23.2
Age
60-64 (n=l) 100.0
65-69 (n=8) 25.0 25.0 37.5 12.5
70-74 (n=7) 42.9 28.6 14.3 14.3
75-79 (n=l) 100.0
80-84 (n=3) 33.3 33.3 33.3
85+ (n=l) 100.0
Income
$10,000-20,000 (n=3) - 33.3 33.3 33.3
$20,001-30,000 (n=3) - 33.3 66.7
$30,001-40,000 (n=4) 50.0 25.0 25.0
$40,001-50,000 (n=3) - 66.7 33.3
>$50,000 (n=6) 50.0 16.7 16.7 16.7
Missing (n=3) 33.3 33.3 33.3
